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1. INTRODUCTION       

 

(SLIDE #1) 

    

    a. Gain Attention.  Proper weapons handling is an essential part of 

marksmanship. Understanding and applying the principles of weapons 

handling are critical to developing safe and consistent weapons skills. 

Strict adherence to training and diligent practice will make weapons 

handling instinctive. Mission accomplishment and survival in combat 

depend on it.   

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________ 

 

(SLIDE #2) 

 

    b. Overview.  Good morning/afternoon, my name is  

__________________.  This lesson will cover weapons safety rules, 

weapons conditions, corrective actions, serviceability inspection, 

functions check, reloads, weapons carries, and weapons transfers.  The 

purpose of this lesson is to provide you with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to safely handle your weapon in any situation.  

 

(SLIDE #3) 

 

    c.  Learning Objectives:  

 

        (1) Terminal Learning Objective.  Given a weapon, common 

weapons sling, magazines, individual field equipment, and ammunition. 

Perform weapons handling procedures, corrective actions, and functions 

checks, in accordance with the four safety rules.  

 

(SLIDE #4) 

 

        (2) Enabling Learning Objectives.  Given a weapon, common 

weapon sling, magazines, individual field equipment, and ammunition, 

place the weapon in condition 3.                                                 

(SLIDE #5)  

 

        (3) Given a weapon, common weapon sling, magazines, individual 

field equipment, and ammunition place the weapon in condition 1.  

 

(SLIDE #6)  

 

        (4) Given a weapon, common weapon sling, magazines, individual 

field equipment, and ammunition place the weapon in condition 4.  

 

(SLIDE #7)  

  

    d.  Method/Media.  This class will be taught in a classroom setting 

using the informal lecture method, aided by the PowerPoint, and student 

handout. 

 

    e.  EVALUATION.  You will be evaluated during your weapons Handling 

Performance Evaluation.  
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    f.  Safety/Cease Training (Ct) Brief.  There are no safety hazards 

identified with this lesson. 

 

(SLIDE #8) 

 

TRANSITION:  Knowing the condition of your weapon will allow you to 

properly manipulate it, as well as handle it safely.  Which brings us 

to weapons safety rules.  

 

NOTES:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

BODY                                               

 

(SLIDE #9)                                            

 

2. Weapons Safety Rules.                         

 

    a. Weapons Safety Rules. 

 

       (1) Rule 1: Treat every weapon as if it were loaded. 

 

       (2) Rule 2: Never point a weapon at anything you do not intend 

to shoot. 

 

       (3) Rule 3: Keep your finger straight and off the trigger, until 

you are ready to fire. 

 

       (4) Rule 4: Keep the weapon on safe, until you intend to fire. 

 

(SLIDE #10)  

 

    b. Safety Violation Examples. 

 

       (1) Improper weapons handling. 

 

       (2) Flagging the line. 

 

       (3) Negligent discharge.  

 

(SLIDE #11)  

 

TRANSITION: Now that we have just discussed what the weapons safety 

rules are and what safety violations include, are there any questions? 

I have one for you. 

 

QUESTION: What is the first weapon safety rule?  

 

ANSWER: Treat every weapon as if it were loaded. 

 

Now, let’s now turn our attention to the types of weapons conditions.  

 

NOTES:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 
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(SLIDES #12)  

 

3.  Weapons Conditions.  Any time you take possession of a weapon, you 

must determine its condition, and know it at all times.  

 

    a. The Four Weapons’ Conditions Are.     

        

       (1) Condition 4: No magazine inserted, no round in chamber, bolt 

forward, weapon on safe, ejection port cover closed. 

 

       (2) Condition 3: Magazine inserted, chamber empty, bolt forward, 

weapon on safe, ejection port cover closed. 

 

       (3) Condition 2: Condition 2 does not apply to the service 

rifle. 

 

       (4) Condition 1: Magazine inserted, round in chamber, bolt 

forward, weapon on safe, ejection port cover closed. 

 

(SLIDE #13)  

 

   b.  Determining the Condition of a Rifle. 

 

   (1) Determine if a magazine is present. 

 

   (2) Ensure the weapon is on safe. 

 

   (3) Conduct a chamber check.  

 

(SLIDE #14)  

 

    c.  Loading Commands.  

 

        (1) Condition 3: “Make a Condition 3 Weapon.” 

 

        (2) Condition 1: “Make a Condition 1 Weapon.” 

 

        (3) Condition 4: “Unload” & “Unload Show Clear.”  The command 

unload show clear allows for a secondary inspection of the weapon’s 

chamber. 

 

(SLIDE #15)  

 

TRANSITION:  Now that we have just discussed what the weapons 

conditions are, how to determine the condition of a weapon, and loading 

commands, are there any questions?  I have one for you. 

 

QUESTION:  What is a condition one weapon?  

 

ANSWER:  Magazine inserted, round in chamber, bolt forward, weapon on 

safe, ejection port cover closed.  

 

NOTES:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 
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(SLIDE #16) 

 

 4.  Corrective Actions.     

                      

    a. Stoppages and Malfunctions.  A stoppage is an unintentional 

interruption of the cycle of operations.  A malfunction is a mechanical 

failure of the weapon to function as designed.  A malfunction may or 

may not cause a stoppage. 

 

(SLIDE #17)  

 

    b. Common Stoppages.  

 

       (1) Failure to Fire.  When a round fails to fire. Typically 

caused by either a dud round or the weapon being fired out of battery. 

Inspect the primer of the round to determine which one it is. 

 

       (2) Failure to feed.  When a round is not properly fed into the 

chamber of the weapon. Often cause by the magazine not being properly 

seated into the magazine well. 

 

       (3) Out of Battery.  When the bolt is not fully seated into the 

chamber resulting in a failure to fire.  This is often mistaken as a 

dud round because of the shallow mark made on the primer from simply 

being chambered, known as a “Chamber strike”. 

 

       (4) Failure to Eject.  When a spent casing fails to properly 

eject from the weapon, also known as a “stove pipe”.  This may be a 

result of a broken ejector if it is a frequent issue. 

 

       (5) Double Feed.  When two rounds are being fed into the chamber 

at one time. This may be the result of dirt or damaged ammunition or a 

bad magazine. 

 

       (6) Brass over Bolt.  When a round gets wedged between the bolt 

face and the inner wall of the receiver. This may be the result of dirt 

or damaged ammunition or a bad magazine. 

 

(SLIDE #18) 

 

    c.  Common Malfunctions. 

 

       (1) Broken Extractor may result in a round getting stuck in the 

chamber. 

 

       (2) Worn Trigger Spring may result in light strikes, causing 

failure to fire. 

 

       (3) Cracked or broken Bolt Face/Locking Lug may result in a 

catastrophic failure. 

 

(SLIDE #19)  

 

    d.  Observe for Indicators.  

        

       (1) Bolt Forward or Ejection Port Cover is closed. 
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       (2) Visible obstruction of the chamber. 

 

       (3) Bolt locked to the rear. 

 

       (4) Brass over Bolt.  

 

       (5) Audile pop or reduced recoil. 

 

(SLIDE #20) 

 

    e.  Failure to Fire/Failure to Feed/Out of Battery. 

 

       (1) Observe. 

 

       (2) Tap. 

 

       (3) Rack. 

 

       (4) Bang. 

 

(SLIDE #21) 

 

    f.  Failure to Eject. 

       

       (1) Observe. 

 

       (2) Tap. 

 

       (3) Rack. 

 

       (4) Bang. 

 

(SLIDE #22) 

 

    g.  Double Feed. 

 

       (1) Observe. 

 

       (2) Lock Bolt to the Rear. 

 

       (3) Place the weapon on safe. 

 

       (4) Remove the Magazine. 

 

       (5) Attempt to clear the obstruction manually. 

 

       (6) Reload, sight in and attempt to fire. 

 

(SLIDE #23) 

 

    h.  Brass over Bolt.  

 

       (1) Attempt to place the weapon on safe. 

 

       (2) Remove the Magazine. 
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       (3) Attempt to pull the charging handle back until it is behind 

the lodged round. 

 

       (4) Slap the charging handle forward to dislodge the round. 

 

(SLIDE #24) 

 

    i.  Bolt Locked to the Rear. 

 

       (1) Observe. 

       

       (2) Reload.  

 

       (3) Fire. 

 

(SLIDE #25) 

 

    j.  Audile Pop or Reduced Recoil. 

 

      (1) Finger off trigger. 

 

      (2) Place the weapon on SAFE. 

 

      (3) Remove the magazine. 

 

      (4) Immediately inform range personnel/inspect the weapon. 

 

      (5) When not in a training environment, disassemble the weapon 

and dislodge any obstruction in the bore. 

 

(SLIDE #26) 

 

TRANSITION:  Now that we have just discussed what corrective actions 

are and how to apply them, do I have any questions?  I have one for 

you. 

 

QUESTION:  What is a weapon malfunction and a weapon stoppage?  

 

ANSWER:  A stoppage is an unintentional interruption of the cycle of 

operations.  A malfunction is a mechanical failure of the weapon to 

function as designed.  A malfunction may or may not cause a stoppage.  

 

NOTES:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

(SLIDE #27) 

 

4.  Serviceability Inspection.                   

         

    a.  Ensure the service rifle is in Condition 4. 

 

    b.  The Compensator is centered and tight. 

 

    c.  The Barrel is tight. 

 

    d.  The Rail Covers/Heat Shields (Rail System) are serviceable. 
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     e.  Sighting System. 

 

     f.  Stock. 

 

(SLIDE #28) 

 

     g.  Chamber/Barrel is clean and clear of any obstructions.  

 

     h.  Gas Tube (from chamber end) is clear of obstructions. 

 

     i.  Bolt Carrier Group is properly assembled and free of any 

cracks or breaks. 

 

     j.  Weapon is appropriately lubricated. 

 

     k.  The pistol grip is tight.          

 

(SLIDE #29) 

 

TRANSITION:  Now that we have just discussed what a weapon 

serviceability inspection is and how to conduct it, do I have any 

questions?  I have one for you. 

 

QUESTION:  What is the first step in the weapon serviceability 

inspection?  

 

ANSWER:  Ensure the service rifle is in Condition 4. 

 

NOTES:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

(SLIDE #30) 

 

5.  Functions Check.                             

       

    a.  Ensure the weapon is clear and in condition 4.  

 

    b.  Cycle the weapon.  Ensure the selector lever is on SAFE and 

pull the trigger to the rear the hammer should not fall. 

 

    c.  Place the selector lever on “SEMI”. Pull trigger to the rear 

and hold it to the rear, the hammer should fall.  

 

    d.  While holding the trigger to the rear, cycle the weapon. 

Release the trigger until you hear a “clunk.” 

 

(SLIDE #31) 

 

    e.  Place the selector lever on BURST.   

 

    f.  Pull the trigger and hold it to the rear.  The hammer should 

fall.   

 

    g.  While holding the trigger to the rear, cycle the weapon three 

times.   
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    h.  Release the trigger you should hear a “clunk”. 

Pull the trigger to the rear again, the hammer should fall. 

  

    i.  Cycle the weapon.   

 

    j.  Place the selector lever on SAFE and close the ejection port 

cover. 

 

(SLIDE #32) 

 

TRANSITION:  Now that we have just covered what the weapon functions 

check is and how to conduct it, do I have any questions?  I have one 

for you. 

 

QUESTION:  What is the second step in the weapon functions check?  

 

ANSWER:  Cycle the weapon. Ensure the selector lever is on SAFE and 

pull the trigger to the rear the hammer should not fall. 

 

NOTES:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

(SLIDE #33) 

 

6.  Reloads.  There are two types of weapon reloads and they are the 

tactical reload and the speed reload.  

 

    a.  Tactical Reload.  Also known as a “Condition 1 Reload”.  It is 

intended as a method to maintain the weapon at its best condition 

possible. 

 

    b.  Speed Reload.  A speed reload is required when the magazine in 

the weapon has been emptied and the bolt has locked to the rear. 

 

(SLIDE #34) 

 

TRANSITION:  Now that we have covered the two types of reloads, do I 

have any questions?  I have one question for you.  

 

QUESTION:  When would someone conduct a speed reload?  

 

ANSWER:  When the magazine in the weapon has been emptied and the bolt 

has locked to the rear. 

 

NOTES:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

(SLIDE #35) 

 

7.  Weapons Carries/Starting Positions.  The weapon will only be 

transported in the controlled carry while on the rifle range.  The two 

type of starting positions authorized are the Tactical carry and the 

Alert Carry.  
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(SLIDE #36) 

 

    a.  The controlled carry, is with the rifle slung cross body, 

muzzle down.  The shooter must have two points of contact with the 

weapon and maintains positive control of the weapon. 

 

(SLIDE #37) 

 

    b.  Starting Positions. 

 

       (1) Alert Carry.  Weapon on safe, Firing hand on, pistol grip, 

Support hand on the handguards, buttstock in shoulder, muzzle is 

pointed down at the ground, and muzzle is in line with the shooter’s 

belt buckle. 

 

       (2) Tactical Carry.  Weapon on safe, firing hand on pistol grip, 

support hand on the handguards, buttstock tucked under the armpit and 

against the shooter’s ribs, muzzle oriented up approximately 45 

degrees.  

 

(SLIDE #38) 

 

TRANSITION:  Now that we have covered what starting positions and 

carries are used on the range, do I have any questions?  I have one for 

you. 

 

QUESTION:  What is the only type of weapon transport authorized on the 

range?   

 

ANSWER:  The controlled carry.  

 

NOTES:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

(SLIDE #39) 

 

8.  Weapons Transfers.  It is the responsibility of the shooter 

receiving or taking charge of a weapon to determine its condition.  The 

two types of weapons transfers are the show clear transfer and the 

condition unknown transfer.  

 

(SLIDE #40) 

 

     a.  Show Clear Transfer (Shooter Giving Rifle). 

 

       (1) Ensure the rifle is on safe. 

 

       (2) Remove the magazine if it is present. 

 

       (3) Lock the bolt to the rear. 

 

       (4) Visually and physically inspect the chamber to ensure there 

is no ammunition present. 

 

       (5) Leave the bolt locked to the rear and hand the weapon to the 

other shooter, stock first. 
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(SLIDE #41) 

 

    b.  Show Clear Transfer (Shooter Receiving Rifle). 

 

       (1) Ensure the rifle is on safe. 

 

       (2) Visually inspect the chamber to ensure there is no 

ammunition present. 

 

       (3) Release the bolt catch and observe the bolt going forward on 

an empty chamber. 

 

       (4) Close the ejection port cover. 

 

(SLIDE #42) 

 

    c.  The Condition Unknown Transfer. 

 

       (1) Ensure the rifle is on safe. 

 

       (2) Conduct a chamber check to determine the condition of the 

weapon. 

 

       (3) Remove the magazine and observe if ammunition is present in 

the magazine.  

 

       (4) Insert the magazine into the magazine well.   

 

       (5) Close the ejection port cover. 

  

(SLIDE #43) 

 

TRANSITION:  Now that we have covered the types of weapons transfers 

and how to conduct them, do I have any questions?  I have one for you. 

 

QUESTION:  What are the different types of weapons transfers used?   

 

ANSWER:  The two types of weapons transfers are the show clear transfer 

and the condition unknown transfer.  

 

NOTES:_________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

(SLIDE #44) 

SUMMARY.  During this class we have covered weapons safety rules, 

weapons conditions, corrective action, serviceability, functions check, 

reloads, weapons carries and weapon transfers.  Safe handling of any 

rifle is a responsibility that cannot be taken lightly.  No matter what 

you are doing, standing guard, eating chow, drilling, or engaging the 

enemy, you must always be aware of your rifle conditions and always 

treat your weapon in accordance with the four weapon safety rules.  

 


